
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H7309September 16, 1997
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 5, rule I, and the Chair’s
prior announcement, further proceed-
ings on this motion will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAZIO of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks on S. 562 and that I be allowed
to include a section-by-section analysis
of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

f

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2016,
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AP-
PROPRIATIONS

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 228 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H.RES. 228

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider the
conference report to accompany the bill
(H.R. 2016) making appropriations for mili-
tary construction, family housing, and base
realignment and closure for the Department
of Defense for the fiscal year ending Septem-
ber 30, 1998, and for other purposes. All
points of order against the conference report
and against its consideration are waived.
The conference report shall be considered as
read.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia [Mr. LINDER] is
recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Texas [Mr. FROST], pending which
I yield myself such time as I may
consume. During consideration of this
resolution, all time yielded is for the
purpose of debate only.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 228
waives all points of order against the
conference report and against its con-
sideration. The conference report for
H.R. 2016, the military construction ap-
propriations bill for fiscal year 1998,
shall be considered as read. The House
rules provide for 1 hour of general de-
bate, divided equally between the
chairman and ranking member of the
Committee on Appropriations.

Mr. Speaker, this conference report
appropriates a total of $9.2 billion,
which is $600 million less than was ap-
propriated last year. It is important to
note, however, this amount is $800 mil-
lion more than the amount requested
by the President.

We know that much of this Nation’s
military housing and on-base housing
have deteriorated to substandard con-

ditions, unsuitable for the men and
women who serve our Nation. While
our Armed Forces deserve the very best
we can provide, the current facilities
assure that we will not be able to re-
tain the best and brightest in our mili-
tary.
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This bill addresses the need to im-
prove the quality of life of our military
and their families.

Specifically, the bill provides $3.9 bil-
lion for family housing, including fund-
ing for new housing and improvements.
Regarding improvements in the quality
of life that I mentioned earlier, H.R.
216 provides $32 million for child devel-
opment centers, $163 million for medi-
cal facilities, and $3 billion for the op-
eration and maintenance of existing
family housing units.

It is also important to note that the
conference report appropriates $857
million for environmental cleanup and
$104 million for environmental compli-
ance.

I hope that we can pass this bill
quickly so that there is no delay in
cleaning up contaminated sites on our
military bases.

This bill achieves our goal of spend-
ing taxpayer money more efficiently
and where it is needed most. Notwith-
standing the constraints we now face
after decades of fiscal irresponsibility,
H.R. 2016 effectively funds programs
that will provide child day care centers
and improved hospital facilities. These
appropriations guarantee the health
and safety of the families and children
of our service men and women.

I want to congratulate the gentleman
from California [Mr. PACKARD], the
chairman of the subcommittee, and the
gentleman from North Carolina [Mr.
HEFNER], the ranking minority mem-
ber, for their continued bipartisanship.
These two men and their committee
understand that this is an important
bill for the men and women who defend
our country.

I urge the House to pass this rule
without delay so that we may proceed
with the consideration of a conference
report that will improve the quality of
life, housing, and medical services of
our Armed Forces, their families and
their children.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
rule and this conference report provid-
ing appropriations for military con-
struction in fiscal year 1998. This con-
ference report rightfully retains the
emphasis the House-passed bill placed
on quality-of-life issues for the men
and women of our Armed Forces and
their families, and deserves the support
of all of the Members of this body.

Forty-two percent of the funds in
this conference agreement are dedi-
cated to family housing, including $900
million for new family housing units
and for improvements to existing units

and $3 billion for the operation and
maintenance of existing units. Decent
housing for our troops and their fami-
lies should be one of the highest prior-
ities, and this bill makes a significant
continued commitment toward improv-
ing the housing available on our mili-
tary installations around the world.

But improvements are not just for
family housing, Mr. Speaker. This con-
ference agreement also provides $724
million for barracks for single and un-
accompanied military personnel. This
conference report also includes $32 mil-
lion for child development centers and
$160 million for hospital and medical
facilities on military installations.

In combination, these items total
more than half of the $9.2 billion rec-
ommended in this conference report,
amply demonstrating the commitment
of this conference on a bipartisan basis
to improving the standard of living of
the men and women we depend upon to
protect and defend our Nation. It is the
very least we can do, and I commend
this conference report to my col-
leagues.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I will con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. MILLER].

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
yielding.

Mr. Speaker and Members of the
House, at the time that the previous
question is put I will ask for a vote on
it, hoping to defeat the previous ques-
tion so that we can make in order a
resolution at the end of the resolution,
adding a new section which would say
that before the House adjourns sine die
for the first session of this Congress it
shall consider campaign finance reform
legislation under an open amendment
process.

Mr. Speaker and Members of the
House, the purpose of this is to try
once again to get the House to consider
the important issue of campaign fi-
nance reform. We have seen, we have
just come through an historic election
in this country where hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars were raised and spent
on behalf of various campaigns, and
what we are witnessing now, both in
the Senate and soon in the House, are
investigations into how that money
was spent by both the national com-
mittees and the administration and
congressional campaign committees.

However, what has become very, very
clear in that situation is that there is
a dramatic need to overhaul our cam-
paign finance system in this country.
Money is now flowing into campaigns
that overwhelms all of the limits that
originally were placed on Federal cam-
paigns in terms of what individual can-
didates can take, what individuals can
contribute, what organizations, politi-
cal action committees can contribute.
We now see that those reforms are
being overwhelmed by the huge influx
of soft money into these campaigns.
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